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It's that time again, the time when children get ex  cited about lights, gifts, and
giving, the time when grownups get excited about sh aring time with friends and
family, and cooking and eating great food. It's als o the time when everyone thinks
about decorating the home, even though they may be very busy with work, family,
and a variety of holiday activities.

Holiday decorating and entertaining should be about fun. There shouldn’t be
pressure to get everything taken care of weeks ina  dvance. Many people
decorating and entertain right up until Christmas E ve. Creating magic just days
before the holiday can help create the best memorie s of all.

Here are some quick and simple ideas to get you in the holiday mood. There are a
lot of fun decorating ideas to add whimsy to the ho me, and best of all they are not
time consuming or difficult to execute. There are a  Iso entertaining tips that will
help you to have fun with your family and closest f riends up to the very last
minute! Many of these creative decorating and enter  taining projects are so easy
that just about anyone in the family will enjoy doi ng them.

We kept the projects basic and uncomplicated, buty  ou can elaborate on the
ideas and make them as fussy or ornamental as you| ike. Get the kids involved
and engaged in making the holidays super special.

There is one project per page so you can print one and take it with you or share it
with someone you know.

Have fun, and remember that the holidays are about  family, joy, love, and giving.

Happy Holidays!
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Cocoa On-the-Go

This set up is great for party guests who are coming or going.

Fill cups with hot cocoa “fixins”.

Place containers in a bread basket with ribbons or tinsel.

Have the tea kettle ready, and let guests choose their hot cocoa treats.

Some yummy choices might be: miniature marshmallows, peppermint candies,
chocolate kisses (or real ones!), candy canes, cinnamon sticks, chocolate sprinkles,
maraschino cherries, mint leaves, whipped cream, and raspberry syrup. Use your
imagination for more ideas.

Why not even have a Make Your Own Hot Cocoa Bar and use all of the goodies
mentioned here.

i Y,

A bread basket holds the cocoa fixins Use your imagintion for your cocoa station !
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A Candy Wreath

A candy wreath is a cinch if you buy an evergreen or
berry wreath ready made. The wreath can be real or
artificial.

Using a glue gun or double-sided craft tape, attach
candy canes to the wreath while alternating
positions—right side up and upside down. Add
peppermint candies between candy canes in
matching colors.

Try a variety of different wreath enhancements, such as tangerines, chocolate kisses,
small apples, and even stringed popcorn. Wreaths like these are beautiful and super
easy to make. They can be wonderful hostess gifts.

Before

After
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Easy Mantles

Decorating mantels should not have to be a three day project. Keep things clean and
simple with a few attractive holiday accessories and candles.

Start with a mantle shelf scarf that is actually a table runner!
Any purchased table runner will work beautifully.

Add a lighted wreath over the fireplace (or you can use the candy wreath mentioned
above). Flank the wreath with two tall candle holders and pillar candles. On the outside
of the candle holders, place an even taller Christmas arrangement-these can be
purchased ready made at discount and import stores). Centered under the wreath,
place some holiday greens with a variety of tree ornaments laid on top. Simple and very
attractive. Don’t ever stress again!

Use an ordinary table runner as a mantle scarf !

A group of holiday greens is topped by
acorns and ornaments. No fuss here,
but the look is festive and attractive
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Fruits Make for Juicy Holiday Decorating!

S,

Fill an attractive clear glass bowl or wire basket
with apples, limes, and candy canes. You can
also add tall cinnamon sticks, and decorate with
tinsel or ribbon. Use your imagination! It's so easy
to be creative with fruit.

A beautiful basket filled with apples, limes,
and candy canes gives a fresh citrus aroma,
and looks colorful, fun, and festive too!

o i

Lemons are an elegant addition
To this crystal candle holder

Upon closer view, you can see
the sugar coating on the lemons

An ordinary candle holder can become a small work of art
with a little sugar coated fruit to accent. Here, lemons
were brushed with egg whites and then rolled in ordinary
white table sugar. You can also use specialty large crystal
sugar, and add edible glitter for an even more glamorous
effect.

Place the coated fruit (you can use lemons, limes, apples,
peaches, pears, tangerines, or just about any fruit) where
each candle would go. For added stability, you can use
hot glue. Surround the candle holder with glittered holiday
raffia or trigs (available at import or hobby stores). Viola!
You have a quick and very elegant centerpiece for a
sensational table.
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Gift Wrapped Pillows

Storing holiday decorations can
require a lot of extra space. You can
save storage space by not purchasing
holiday throw pillows. Instead, use the
pillows you already own.

Solid pillows work best. Tie them with
fabric ribbons and bows to make them
look like gift-wrapped packages.

They look wonderful on a sofa or piled
up in a corner. Use very large “Gift-
wrapped” pillows for extra seating at
holiday gatherings.

Use pillows in
solid colors to
show off the
beautiful colors
in fabric ribbons
and bows
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Light Up My Life!

Holiday decorating, especially for parties, can take on a magnificent feeling when you
add simple accents to even a basic lighting fixture or chandelier. Add glittered twigs,
ribbons, and ornaments for joyful effect. Just a few simple tree ornaments surrounding a
more embellished, center ornament, will give you an exciting dining room focal point.
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Gift Wrapped Art

What do you do with artwork and hanging pictures that do not match your holiday
decorations? Well, you gift wrap them, of course!

How special to have lots of beautifully gift wrapped packages—not under the tree, but
on the walls! You can decorate the packages as elaborately as you are inclined to.
Here, we only wrapped the picture INSIDE of the frame

Before- The picture and arrangement
do not fit with holiday décor

After- The picture blends well. A simple
martini glass of candy replaces the
former arrangement
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Holiday Cocktails
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Fill a martini glass with candy. Decorate with ribbon.
Place a snowman, Santa, or angel ornament on top.
Place on a shelf or coffee table. Or, have one candy
filled martini glass at individual place settings for each

dinner guest
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Best Seat in the House!

Take an ordinary bar stool or ladder back chair, and make it fir for the king and queen
using purchased table runners. During the holiday shopping period, store bough table
runners are gorgeous and highly embellished. Buy matching for a classic style or mix
and match for an even more artistic look. Run the table runner from the inside back of
the chair to the out side back and down towards the floor. Secure with glamorous
ribbon, and accent with candy canes and cinnamon sticks, silk flowers, ornaments, or
other holiday decorations. Have fun and be creative!

This holiday bar stool was decorated with a gold and red runner, and a candy cane to
match. Cinnamon sticks add accent, and a gold ribbon makes it all secure.

Ordinary dining chairs take on a
new look with a table runner
draped down the inside back and
over the seat. This is so simple
that even the novice decorator
can do in seconds.
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Candy Topiary

Here is a great project for the person who loves a bit of a design opportunity.

This wonderful candy topiary is made in much the same way that a floral arrangement is
made. Use hot glue and picks to hold the candy in place. Decorate around the candy
with crumpled foil, decorative tissue, and ribbon. You can even use tinsel in place of the
tissue or foil.

This is a perfect family gift that both kids and adults will go wild over!

Use a beautiful container for a rich look. Start with a Styrofoam sphere on top of a
stem. Use miniature candies individually wrapped. Accent with red and white hard
candies.

Decorate the top of the container (the bottom of the topiary) with holiday grass and
ribbon. Use foiled, colored, or clear tissue paper between the candies.
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Come to the Table!

Don't ever distress about displaying a brilliantly elaborate table ever again. You can
create a table masterpiece within minutes with a plan.

The holiday table set for six can be adorned with three matching table runners, rather
than 6 placemats. This works well for several reasons: 1) it allows for more table room
in between seating, 2) it gives a very well-planned look to the table, 3) it visually
connects people since the person across from them shares the same runner, and 4) it
will get people at the table talking, which is a great way to break the ice and make way
for an enchanting evening.

Table runners instead of place mats gi  ve the table a continuous, put together feel
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Sweet-N-Simple Dippin’ Fun!

These yummy treats are perfect for a kid’s holiday craft.

Just dip peppermint sticks, candy canes, and Oreo® cookies in white or dark chocolate.
Decorate with mini marshmallows, broken pieces of candy canes, sprinkles, or edible
glitter.

Dip one end in melted chocolate and decorate. Lay them on wax paper and let dry.
Don’t be a perfectionist. The crazier they look, the more fun. Plus, kid’'s can do this
without having to worry about being too precise.
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The Great Divide!

Make distinction between groupings by having an accent piece on either side of the
center table runner. Use the same technique as we discussed for the mantle piece—a
group of holiday greens topped by acorns and ornaments. You can also add sugared
fruit with edible glitter or a beautiful candle as shown here.

Use your imagination. Just about any holiday item can be used as accent pieces to
separate the seating groups for a table like this. Try tall angels or even holiday pitchers
filled with tall candies, or beautiful silver trays holding the martini glasses of candy we
mentioned earlier.

The accent piece shown her
is actually an evergreen
tapered candle holder that
was purchased ready made.
We sat a pillar candle atop
the hole where the tapered
candle would go. Then we
placed a few attractive
ornaments on top. The acorns
came with the green candle
holder.
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Decorate a Tree Just for the Kids!

Save the fancy tree for the formal dining or living room.

Having a separate tree in a child’s playroom or family room can be
loads of fun when it comes to decorating. Children will learn to love
decorating when they have the opportunity to show off their fun
friends.

Go to the dollar store or discount store and purchase a variety of
stuffed toys with a Holiday theme. Even bears and animals without
a holiday theme can be embellished with neck bows and little
Santa hats.

Be creative, even very large stuffed ornaments can be
incorporated in. Accent with ribbons, and even small story books.
Avoid anything made of glass.

Whimsical trees decorated in this style bring out the anxious, happy child in all of us.
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Center of Attention!

You will need a center piece for your party table, but do not be baffled about what to do.
Here is a very easy to put together solution with a lot of punch.

Using a layered plate holder tied with ribbon, add color and ornament to the table by
placing a combination of fruit and tree ornaments on the individual plates. You can even
drape ribbon throughout. This takes minutes put has enough punch to last the entire
evening and beyond.

The table centerpiece shown here has
three layers of fruit and ornaments.

Layer one (top)
Fresh apples and plain glass tree
ornaments

Layer two
Fresh pears and glittered tree ornaments

Layer three (bottom)
One very large glittered tree ornament
surrounded by fresh lemons.

How simple is all of this? Anyone can do
this!
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Lighting of the Home Ceremony!

Holiday decorating can provide many opportunities for quality time with family members.
From cooking and visiting family and neighbors, to wrapping packages and decorating
the house, remember, the focus should be on fun (and safety, too)!

Keep from letting outside decorating become a chore. Make it a special time of
excitement and laughter.

Kids can join in by being able to help with the actual planning. Let them set the
ornaments down in the position where they will eventually go (but never let children plug
lights or ornaments into electrical sources—Ileave this for mom and dad).

Once the entire home is lined with lights, make the Lighting of the Home a big event.

Have hot cocoa or cider ready while family members sit on the lawn.

Let dad “hit the switch”. You can create treasured moments in your own Lighting
Ceremony as you share special thoughts and kind words of appreciation that you have
for one another.

Make holiday decorating a wonderfully exciting
family time—but DON"T let children go on to the
roof or near electricity!!

Mama'’s not the only one ki ssing Santa Claus!!
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The Giving Table!

Holiday time is a time for giving, and everyone loves a pretty package. Why not place
something special on top of each place setting? Here are some wonderful suggestions
for a dinner gift left on top of a salad plate:

An elegantly gift wrapped miniature box of chocolates
A bundle of chocolate dipped candy canes

A glamorous party favor bag of mints and kisses

A personal size package of cocoa or coffee

The gift should be small and simple but the impact will be very big!

These party favor

bags were purchased
at a super center in the
bridal department. They
work great for the
holidays filled with
goodies and accented
with the famous holiday
candy cane. Here they
are shown filled and
setting atop the salad
plates—just waiting for
the arrival of charmed
guests.
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